
JOHN SHEPHERD COMMEMORATION SERVICE

PROGRAM

Call to Order - First Sergeant Michael P. Thayer, United States Army

Invocation – Doris Gorgas, Ohio D.A.R. State Chaplain

Please Rise for the Presenting of Colors and the National Anthem

Pledge of Allegiance - Charles E. Phebus, 4th Great Gandson of John Shepherd

Star-Spangled Banner - Rachel Jezior, 16 years old

Introductions of Attendees & Color Guards - First Sergeant Michael P. Thayer, 	
							       United States Army

Welcome - Mayor Robert Stefanik, City of North Royalton

Greetings - Charles E. Phebus, 4th Great Gandson of John Shepherd

Introduction of Keynote Speaker - First Sergeant Michael P. Thayer, U.S. Army

Keynote Speaker - Lt. General Robert W. Wagner, United States Army, Retired

John Shepherd Resolution - Don Willey, North Royalton Councilman

John Shepherd Plaque Unveiling - Charles E. Phebus and Mayor Robert Stefanik 

Presentation of Wreaths - United States Army

America The Beautiful - Ana Plumlee, 14 years of age

Bagpiper – Donald Willis, Soldiers Lament

Rifle Salute - U.S. Army, American Legion, Parma, Ohio and North Royalton 	
		  Police Honor Guard

Taps – John Young, Bugles Across America

Benediction - Bishop Delano J. Ellis, II
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Pledge of Allegiance

	 I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation 
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

╬

	 Flags next to John Shepherd’s grave are The King’s 
Colors, which was carried at Braddock’s Defeat on July 9, 
1755, and the Betsy Ross flag of the American Revolution.

	 During the Battle of White Marsh, December 5, 1777, 
John Shepherd was among the group of soldiers held prisoner 
at the White Church until rescued by other American soldiers.  
The minister of that church was Rev. Ross, the father-in-law 
of Betsy Ross.
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COMMEMORATION & PLAQUE UNVEILING CEREMONY

FOR

AN AMERICAN HERO, JOHN SHEPHERD

THE LAST SURVIVOR OF BRADDOCK’S DEFEAT 1755

AND

THE LONGEST LIVED SOLDIER OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

117 YEARS 9 MONTHS 18 DAYS

MUNICIPAL CEMETERY
6170 ROYALTON ROAD

NORTH ROYALTON, OHIO

JUNE 26, 2010

FUNDING FOR PLAQUE WAS PROVIDED BY THE
CITY OF NORTH ROYALTON, OHIO
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JOHN SHEPHERD HISTORICAL MARKER PLAQUE TEXT

Side one
JOHN SHEPHERD – AN AMERICAN HERO

March 16, 1729 – January 3, 1847

John Shepherd is believed to be the longest lived veteran of the American Revolution.  He died at 
the age of 117 years, 9 months, and 18 days.  He entered military service the first time during the 
French and Indian War (1754-1763).  The 26-year-old Shepherd, along with George Washington 
and others survived Braddock’s Defeat at the Battle of Monongahela in 1755.   In middle age, 
Shepherd enlisted in the army again and defended Pennsylvania and other colonies as they fought 
for freedom from Great Britain during the Revolutionary War (1775-1783).    
(Continued on other side)

CITY OF NORTH ROYALTON
OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Side two
JOHN SHEPHERD – AN AMERICAN HERO

With Washington All the Way

(Continued from other side)
Shepherd served in the 2nd Pennsylvania Battalion and then the 3rd Pennsylvania Regiment.  In 
the 3rd Pennsylvania, he was a sergeant and his unit saw action at the battles of Brandywine and 
Germantown, among others, in 1777.  Sgt. Shepherd also survived the brutal winter at Valley 
Forge in 1777-’78 and was at the Battle of Monmouth Courthouse in 1778.  At the age of 89, 
Shepherd witnessed the founding of Royalton Township in 1818 (later re-named North Royalton).  
His daughter and son-in-law, Margaret and Robert Engle, were two of the community’s original 
settlers.

CITY OF NORTH ROYALTON
OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

╬

Plaque text of “An American Hero” and “With Washington All the Way” provided by Charles 
Phebus, 4th great-grandson of John Shepherd.  Additional text provided by Charles Phebus and 
Timothy Field Beard, Registrar General, Society of Colonial Wars.
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JOHN SHEPHERD COMMEMORATION SERVICE
WREATHS TO BE PRESENTED

Donor							      Presented By

Charles Phebus, 4th Great-Grandson			  Charles Phebus
of John Shepherd

The Society of the Cincinnati				   Charles Phebus, Society Member

Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Ohio	 Daniel McKinney, Governor, and
							       Past Governor Phileman R. Dickinson, II

Daughters of the American Revolution		  Doris Gorgas, Ohio State Chaplain

Sons of the Revolution, TN Society			   David Whaley, Tennessee Society President

Order of Indian Wars of the United States		  Charles Phebus, Society Member

John Shepherd Descendants				    Lori Steadman and Susan Grimnes

Society of Colonial Wars in the			   Charles Phebus, Society Member
State of New Jersey							     

Descendants of the Signers of the			   Charles Phebus, on behalf of
Declaration of Independence				    John Glynn, First Vice President

Sons of the American Revolution,			   Elwin Spray, Hawaii Society President and
Hawaii Society					     former S.A.R. Western Vice President General

Tennessee Society of the Order of Founders		  Charles Phebus, on behalf of
and Patriots of America				    Col. Jack Westbrook

Virginia Society of the Order of Founders and	 Charles Phebus, Virginia Society
Patriots of America					     State’s Attorney

South Cuyahoga Sportsman Association		  Stephen Dusek, President

North Royalton Historical Society			   Carole Kennat, President, and Don Harris

North Royalton Schools				    Leonard Reinhard, School Board President

United States Army					     Staff Sergeant Winston Au

American Legion, Post 572, Parma, Ohio		  Larry Miller

Order of Founders and Patriots of America		  John M. Bourne, Past Governor General

The National Society Sons and Daughters
of the Pilgrims						     John M. Bourne, Ohio Branch Governor
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A Very Special “Thank You” to the Following Sponsors and Friends
of the John Shepherd Commemoration Service

Mr. John Gangel, President of Little John’s Antique Arms, Inc. and Little John’s Auction Service, one of 
the premier antique arms dealers in the United States, for donation of Kentucky Rifle with lock marked 
Leman/Lancaster/1840 for the John Shepherd Commemoration Flint Lock match.

James Spring, Attorney at Law.

Eugene Marquette, Attorney at Law.

Society of Colonial Wars in the State of New Jersey.

Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Ohio.

South Cuyahoga Sportsman Association for hosting JSC Flintlock Match.

Mr. Harry Arnold, Past President of the South Cuyahoga Sportsman Association, whose tireless work played 
a major roll for the John Shepherd Commemoration Service to occur.

Mr. Harry Arnold for procuring and funding of new base and engraving for John Shepherd tombstone.

Mr. Ed Swim and staff of the North Royalton Community Cemetery in providing foundation for the new 
base for John Shepherd tombstone.

Carole & Ray Kennat and Pat & Don Harrris of the North Royalton Historical Society.

Leonard Rindhard, President, North Royalton School Board.

North Royalton Mayor Robert Stefanik and the City Council for providing the free Community Pancake 
Breakfast.

The city of North Royalton for providing the funds for the John Shepherd Historical Plaque.

Joseph Musso for his extraordinary artwork for the John Shepherd Coin.				  

Doug Coil, for his expertise on the John Shepherd web site, www.JohnShepherd.US                      

Blossom Shop, North Royalton, Ohio, for their special accommodations in preparing the fresh and silk 
flower wreaths for the Commemoration Service.

American Legion Post 572 Parma, Ohio and Mr. Harry Arnold for being the sponsors to bring The Traveling 
Liberty Bell to Ohio.

Pat & Don Harris for funding the printing of the John Shepherd Commemoration program.

Rev. Christine Neilson & Unitarian Universalist Church for providing church grounds for commemoration 
event use.

Capitol Printing, Houston, Texas, for their special accommodations in printing program.

United States Badge Company.
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JOHN SHEPHERD 1729-1847

French & Indian Wars

The Last Survivor of Braddock’s Defeat 1755

American Revolution Battles

Battle of Long Island

Battle of Valcour Island

Trenton

Princeton

Winter at Morristown

Brandywine - wounded

Germantown

White Marsh - prisoner & rescued

Winter at Valley Forge

Monmouth

WITH WASHINGTON ALL THE WAY
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